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SUBJECT: FONMIN DISCOUNTS POSSIBILITY OF NEW MILITARY AGREEMENT 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER SILVEIRA SEPTEMBER 1 REJECTED LOCAL 
PRESS SPECULATION THAT A NEW US-BRAZIL MILITARY AGREEMENT 
IS UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

2. MOST PROMINENT ACCOUNT OF ALLEGED MILITARY 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES HAD APPEARED IN BRASILIA 
DAILY CORREIO BRAZILIENSE AGUST 30. PAPER CLAIMED THAT 
TALKS WOULD BEGIN WITHIN A FEW DAYS, AND THAT GOB WAS AWAIT- 
ING ARRIVAL OF US DELEGATION CONSISTING OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THREE ARMED SERVICES. (USICA BRASILIA 301320Z AUG.) 

3. IN DISMISSING SUCH REPORTS, SILVEIRA SAID, ACCORDING TO 
PRESS: "INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO INTERNAL 
LAWS. OTHERWISE, THERE WOULD BE NO AGREEMENTS. EVERY 
INTERNAL LAW IS THE PREROGATIVE OF THE STATE, 

WHOSE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES CREATE 
THESE LAWS. WE HAVE AGREEMENTS HUNDREDS OF YEARS 
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OLD WHICH GUARANTEE, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE PHYSICAL 
INTEGRITY OF BRAZIL, WHICH HAS ALWAYS SUBORDINATED 
ITSELF TO ARBITRATION AND ARBITRATORS. IF WE BEGAN 
TO ACCEPT THAT THESE TREATIES COULD BE MODIFIED BY 
OTHER COUNTRIES, NOTHING WOULD BE SECURE OR EVEN 
RELATIVELY PERMANENT IN THE INTERNATIONAL SPHERE. 

WE CANNOT ACCEPT THIS. FOR US, THIS IS A FUNDAMENTAL, 
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BASIC POINT. AS LONG AS THE US MAINTAINS THAT AN 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT CAN BE MODIFIED. INTERPRETED, 

OR NOT HONORED BECAUSE OF INTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES, WE 
WILL NOT CONCLUDE (SUCH AN AGREEMENT)." 

4. SILVEIRA WENT ON TO VOLUNTEER THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
A RECENT VISIT TO BRAZIL BY A HIGH-RANKING US MILITARY 
OFFICIAL (REFERENCE TO LAST MONTH'S VISIT BY DEP DIA 
DIRECTOR LT. GEN AARON). HOWEVER, FONMIN WENT ON, HE 
BELIEVED VISIT WAS FOR PURPOSE OF EXCHANGING INFORMATION 
BETWEEN ARMIES AND, AS FAR AS HE KNEW, "THERE WERE NOT 
EVEN ANY SOUNDINGS" MADE AS TO NEW MILITARY AGREEMENT 
DURING AARON STAY. 

5. IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, JORNAL DE BRASILIA SEPT. 5 
CARRIED POSSIBLY INSPIRED STORY BASED ON CONVERSATION 
WITH UNNAMED ARMY MINISTRY SOURCES WHO REPORTEDLY 
EXPRESSED REGRET AT CONSEQUENCES TO BRAZIL OF 
ABROGATION OF PREVIOUS MILITARY AGREEMENTS BUT DENIED 
THAT NEW ONE WAS UNDER STUDY. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING 
THAT BRAZIL "CANNOT DEPEND ON OTHER COUNTRIES' 
ACQUIESCENCE IN CONDUCT OF (ITS) INTERNAL POLICY," 

THESE COURCES REPORTEDLY STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF 
BRAZIL-US MILITARY RELATIONS AND SUGGESTED THAT A 
NEW ACCORD MIGHT BE POSSIBLE "WHEN THERE IS A CHANGE 
IN THAT US ATTITUDE WHICH BRAZIL CONSIDERS INTER- 
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VENTIONIST." 

SAYRE 
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